
Unapproved Minutes for 

Chautauqua UCC Society 2019 Annual Meeting 

August 25, 2019 

To be approved in Aug 2020 

 
Welcome and Call to Order                              Peggy O’Connor, President 
Peggy called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. Peggy offered an 

opening prayer. There was a quorum for the meeting, approx 40 in 
attendance. Secretary has 9 proxies. Registrar has 1.  

 
Service of Remembrance                 John Rodgers, Chaplain Administrator 

John read the names of those members who died this past year followed by 
ringing of the bell and a short moment of silence. 

 
Service of Remembrance 
Martha Osborne – Irwin, PA 
Carolyn Schaper – Crystal Lake, IL  
Joan Solomon - Rochester, NY  
Wally Griffin - Columbus, OH  
Martha Loy - Columbus, OH 
Mary Weaver - Columbus, OH 
Rev. Evelyn Aurand - Wernersville, PA, former Chaplain Administrator and one who began the Blessing 
and Healing Service 

 
Minutes of 2018 Annual Meeting                         Sue Peterson, Secretary 

John Botti Moved to accept the minutes as written seconded by Sheila Marie 
Long. All approved. 

 
Chaplain Administrator’s Report                                         John Rodgers 

John began his report by having everyone sing happy birthday to Susan 
Rodgers whose birthday was today. 

 
With Ruth’s leadership and the choir, the sound in our chapel has been 

marvelous this season. Wonderful year. It has been a privilege to be here. 
Good experience.  

 

John gave a message on “What is our guiding story for the CUCCS?” It could 
be affordable housing and relationships developed. But mainly for him, it is 

the life that is created week after week that extends throughout the summer 
and beyond. Our guiding stories are the key moments shared in our 

community, where we see God. John thanks everyone for letting him be a 
part of this community. 

 



President’s Report                                                            Peggy O’Connor 
Last year I told you this would be a year of discovery. It was. (What we do, 

how we do it, what the Chaplain Administrator does.) John Rodgers has told 
us what the job involves. After evaluating, we like the model of the CA being 

a minister. 
 

Last year, I told you we would be working together to get our historical and 
financial records up to date. John Botti and Tom Worley worked to get more 

than 3 years of records in order. (Applause) Our new treasurer will be Rachel 
Barnard. Records will be up to date using a new system. Once again we will 

begin construction work this year and records will be kept up.  
 

Last year I said, this would be a year of planning. We have planned and are 
excited to get going on construction of the bathrooms. An Investment Policy 

Statement for our Endowment is in place, without exorbitant fees. Rex 

Becker and the trustees wrote the plan and helped the board understand it. 
 

We are trying to increase our social media. Our Facebook presence has 
increased. Sue Peterson is the Administrator. 

 
This has been a summer of surprises – leaks, toilets over flowing, all kinds of 

things happened. The staff helped handle the problems. Thanks to the staff 
for all they do to make it easy for people to be here. (Applause) 

 
Thanks to Grace, our registrar, who does her work with ease. She smiles 

even in difficulties. Deals with people so well. Thank you to Grace. 
(Applause) 

 
Thanks to Sandy for the Gardens. She does it out of love. Asks for nothing in 

return except the privilege to work in the gardens. (Applause) 

 
There have been board member changes this year. By the grace of God, 

things fell into place. Every person who was asked stepped in. A miracle. 
Thanks to all those who said yes. We will have the slate later to vote on. We 

are excited about the new board. I envy John Botti who will be the next 
president, pending the vote. 

 
We have had conference calls. Your board works hard, seeking to build for 

the future while keeping our treasured history. 
It has been a pleasure to serve you. (Applause) 

 
 

 
 



Registrar’s Report                                                               Grace Lipman 
It has been a privilege and honor to be your registrar throughout the year. 

One change this year was not to send postcards in Dec. Indeed it seemed to 
be a wise decision. It saves postage and postcards. In January I was flooded 

with registrations, week 4 and 7 were full with 13 on the wait list for week 4, 
and 4 on the wait list for week 7. There were rooms available week 8 at the 

beginning of the year. 
 

During week three we were privileged to house two homeboy couples. It was 
a blessing for them and for us. We had 42 teens this season at the 

Mayflower. Interesting and exciting time. Intergenerational interaction was 
good. 

 
Online registration increases and guests appreciate it. 

10 new life members 

48 new individual members. 
100% full for the season at the Mayflower 

RCH, only week 8 one room open for 6 nights (different room each) 
 

It is a delight to work with John and Susan on a daily basis and to work with 
the hosts and hostesses. They are all being welcoming to all the guests. 

 
Treasurer’s Report and 2020 Budget                                      John Botti 

Summary of report. (See attachment) 
More gifts, more linens, more donations made for more income. 

Staff did an excellent job watching expenses. Able to make up the 2017 loss. 
Break even from previous year.  

No huge surprises for 2020 budget. Allowing $10,000 from Endowment if 
needed. $1000 less expenses than income.  

Family suites rooms 48, 37, 27 for next year. 

Fiscal year is January to January. 
 

Cash accounts report. (See attached) 
Some restricted moneys. Life membership goes to Endowment. 

2020 money includes window work. 
 

Rex Becker moved to accept the budget for 2020. Ruth seconded. all 
agreed 

 
20/20 Campaign Report                                                     John Rodgers 

2020 campaign officially Ends after this meeting. Our goal for total campaign 
was $500,000. Added bathrooms for total campaign $650,000.  

We have $144,000 with pledges and cash for the new $150,000 goal. 
 



Endowment Trustees Report                                                 Rex Becker 
The Investment Policy Statement (IPS) was passed out. Trustees wrote this 

policy. The Endowment had by-laws but no guidelines on how to invest or 
what to invest in. Board approved the policy. We moved the endowment 

investments to match the guidelines. We had United Church Funds and 
Vanguard. Investments were moved to another Vanguard Fund with less 

fees and to match the policy statement. 
Thanks to the endowment committee: Tim Tomsen, Peggy O’Connor, John 

Botti, Rex Becker, and Susan Laubach. Rachel Barnard also helped with the 
Investment changes. 

We have about $550,000. 
 

Governance Committee Report                                           Sue Peterson 
          Appointed (no vote needed) 

 Carol Ludemann-To finish Denis Esslinger’s term (1 year) 

 Ruth Becker-To finish Linda Bonstein’s term (1 year) 
 

Board Candidates 
1. John Botti-To begin his second three years 

2. Welling Hall-To begin first three year term after 
completing another board member’s term 

3. Sue Peterson-To begin first three year term after 
completing another board member’s term 

4. Clare Kralovec-To begin first three year term 
 

          Officer’s Slate 
 President-John Botti 

 Vice President-Sue Peterson 
 Secretary-Ruth Becker 

 Treasurer-Rachel Barnard 

 
Rex made a motion to accept board candidates and officer’s slate. 

Seconded by Susan Cartmell. All agreed. 
 

          By-Laws Changes 
By-Laws Currently States in Article VI - Officers 

D. TREASURER 

The Treasurer shall be a member of the Society and shall serve as the custodian of all funds of the Society.  The 

Treasurer shall be responsible to:  (1) make deposits and provide for the safekeeping of operational checking and 

saving accounts; (2) keep a record of the operational checking and savings accounts and the financial assets of the 

Society: (3) make an annual report to the Board, and to the members at an Annual Meeting on all funds under the 

Treasurer’s jurisdiction; (4) submit all assets and financial records of the Treasurer for an outside, annual, certified 

public accountant audit/review and obtain a written statement attesting to the accuracy of the records; and (5) serve 

on the Finance Committee and its subcommittees.  The Treasurer shall meet at least once annually prior to the 

annual meeting with the Finance Committee and its subcommittees. 

 



Suggested changes to #1 and #4. 

 

Because the Registrar makes deposits we suggest removing “make deposits and” 

#1 to read 

(1) Provide for the safekeeping of operational checking and saving accounts; 

 

 

#4 to read 

(4) the president shall appoint a three person committee who are members of the society to a do a review of 

the financial records at least every three years and report findings to the board. 

 
Ruth Becker made a motion to accept the by-laws changes. 

Seconded by Evadne Giannini. All approved.  
 

Facilities Report                                                                  Hal Simmons 
The committee’s job is to approve, repair, enhance, and improve the 

facilities. The Committee was recognized and thanked. New construction for 

the bathrooms to begin during the off season. 
 

Personnel Committee Report – John Forristal 
           Chaplain Administrator Model for 2020 

New CA model. In the past the CA had a three year commitment. It is a 
complex job. The new model will be teams of CA’s to share the 

responsibilities. For 2020 John Rodgers (Susan) will be the CA for weeks 0-
4. Peggy O’Connor (Susan Cartmell) will be the CA for weeks 5-9. For 2021,  

Peggy O’Connor (Susan Cartmell) and Bill Hoglund (Laura) will share the 
responsibility. This way each can pass on knowledge and share in getting the 

Chaplains of the week. 
 

The hosts for next year will remain the same except Curt and Nancy Ackley 
will be interim hosts for RCH the second half to take the place of Sheila 

Marie Long and Kathy Blezard who finished their 5 years. 

 
Program & Promotions Committee Report – Joe Twist 

As you heard from Grace, we don’t need to focus on more bodies. Our 
houses are full. What we will focus on are more active bodies - More on work 

weekends, more on programs, more newsletters, more involved people. 
Send pictures to Joe for newsletters.  

 
Recognitions of Service                                                  Peggy O’Connor 

As you can see, our new board members are already working hard. Now for 
our recognition. Completing their time of services are Kathy Blezard and 

Sheila Marie Long who have been at RCH the second half this year. Finishing 
5 years of service. Thank you for your service. You have made it a Welcome 

place, especially the porch. 
Gave a gift. Copy of print of three houses. And gift card for bookstore.  



Susan Rodgers added thanks to Kathy and Sheila – their devotion to Taize 
and Tea, our Society and Institution, knitting for peace and more – thanks 

for your devotion. (Applause) 
 

Rex Becker, is also completing his time as Endowment Trustee. Thanked 
him. Curt Ackley will be the new Trustee.  

Peggy Completing her term (6 years) on the board. (Standing applause) 
 

 
New Business 

Two pieces of furniture - one getting repaired/refinished, the table in the 
entry at Headquarters. Used all the time for refreshments. 

Other piece, Secretary at top of stairs in headquarters we will not repair. 
Costs $600 to refinish. Take a look if you want to make an offer. 

 

Another round of applause for Peggy. She Hereby resigns and hands over 
the job to John Botti. John thanked Peggy. Peggy helped him learn what the 

president does. Thanks also to John Rodgers for all his knowledge and help.  
We dismissed to the parlor for brownies and lemonade to celebrate with 

Peggy. 
 

Closing of the Meeting                                                              John Botti 
John closed with a prayer. Meeting adjourned at 2:15. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Peterson, Secretary 
 
 


